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JOSIAH MIDDAUGH & ANITA ORTIZ CROWNED  
NORTH AMERICAN SNOWSHOE CHAMPS 

 
SNOWSHOERS REMEMBER FELLOW ATHLETE JEREMY WRIGHT 

 
BEAVER CREEK, Colorado — Blue skies and over 400 snowshoers came out to 
McCoy Park Saturday for the Jeremy Wright North American Snowshoe Championships, 

the final Beaver Creek Adventure Series event of the season. 10K competitors Josiah 
Middaugh and Anita Ortiz proved victorious, besting a tremendously talented pool of 

athletes, and walked away with a hefty handful of the $5,000 cash purse.  

 
As athletes gathered at the starting line, a touching tribute was held for snowshoe great 

Jeremy Wright, who fell in combat earlier this year. Wright’s family expressed heartfelt 
words followed by a moment of silence. Mike Kloser of Beaver Creek Resort said, “The 

race is being dedicated to Jeremy. We are also dedicating a bench, something that will 

always be here in remembrance of what he did for us and our country.”  
 

In the 10K action, Josiah Middaugh proved unbeatable yet again, winning four out of 
four this season.  Embracing Wright’s family before he crossed the finish line at 

46:39.56, Middaugh explained later, “It felt really good to win the race, but you know 

everybody is second place to Jeremy today.” 
--more-- 



North American Snowshoe Champs 

2-2-2 
 

Greg Krause came in second at 47:04.85 squeezing out Beaver Creek’s Bernie Boettcher 
at 47:43.14. Simon Gutierrez took fourth with 48:41.84 as Chris Valenti rounded out the 

cash winners in fifth at 49:47.74. 

 
10K Women’s champ Anita Ortiz gave a stellar performance with a time of 56:31.71. 

Lindsay Krause, a two-time winner this season, placed second at 58:11.36 with Sara 
Tarkington in third at 59:39.04. Closing out the podium were Sari Chwalk in fourth at 

1:00:11.56 and Lisa Isom in fifth at 1:00:24.65. 

 
The East West 5K Quest Men’s Division saw John Litschert win first at 21:24.39 

followed by Zack DiCristino at 21:57.70 and Benedictus Kok at 22:51.91. The Women’s 

Division saw Kim McConnell place first with 23:14.19. Lynda Andros took second at 
23:56.87 as Erica Davis closed out the top three spots with 25:05.47.  

 
In the Beaver Creek “Dash For Cash” 100-yard sprint, Roger Busch and Karen Opp 

walked away $100 richer for their efforts.  

 
The Beaver Creek Snowshoe Adventure Series is brought to you by Nike ACG, Atlas 

Snow-Shoe Company, Slifer Smith and Frampton Real Estate and sponsored in part by  
East West Resorts, Beaver Creek Merchants Association, Peak Dentistry, Steadman 

Hawkins Sports Medicine Clinic, Nature Valley Granola Bars, Starbucks, Ricola, the 

Vail Daily, KZYR-The Zephyr and KVBA-TV8. 
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Beaver Creek Snowshoe Adventure Series Results--Race #4 March 5, 2005 
 
MENS 10K 
JOSIAH MIDDAUGH 46:39.56 
GREG KRAUSE 47:04.85 
BERNIE BOETTCHER 47:43.14 
SIMON GUTIERREZ 48:41.84 
CHRIS VALENTI 49:47.74 
 
WOMENS 10K 
ANITA ORTIZ 56:31.71 
LINDSAY KRAUSE 58:11.36 
SARA TARKINGTON 59:39.04 
SARI CHWALK 1:00:11.56 
LISA ISOM 1:00:24.65 
 
MENS 5K 
JOHN LITSCHERT 21:24.39 
ZACK DICRISTINO 21:57.70 
BENEDICTUS KOK 22:51.91 
 
WOMENS 5K 
KIM MCCONNELL 23:14.19 
LYNDA ANDROS 23:56.87 
ERICA DAVIS 25:05.47 
 
DASH FOR CASH 
MEN - ROGER BUSCH 
WOMEN - KAREN OPP 
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ABOUT HIGHLINE 
Highline is a leading provider of sports and entertainment event marketing services to 

corporate America. Since 1995, the company has created turnkey event marketing 
programs, sponsorships and successful partnerships with many of the world's leading 

brands. Highline's high profile events have been staged at major venues throughout North 
America and have been seen by million in person and though major broadcast media.  


